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Cedar Tree Revetments

Cedar Tree Revetments are a riverbank stabilization method
that uses Eastern red cedar trees anchored along an eroding
stream bank. The trees setve as soft, natural armor and
greatly slow the current along the eroding bank. This
decreases erosion and allows silt and sand to be deposited.
The deposited material forms a good bed in which the seeds
of riverbank plants such as sedges can sprout and grow. By
the time the revetment trees have decayed, the bank should
be stabilized by the roots of new growth and accumulated
sediment. Cedar tree are suitable for mild to moderate
erosion. For vertical banks more than 5 ft tall or areas of
high water velocity, revetment may be inadequate.

Cedar Tree Revetments are a low cost, environmentally
_ .4 friendly option to stabilize eroding streambanks. Revetments
| will slow or stop the erosion and reduce the likelihood of a
much larger and more expensive corrective project in the
future. Streambank erosion delivers sediment and other
pollutants into streams, reduces nearshore habitat, and
threatens properties. Different trees and types of brush can
be used for revetments but tend to deteriorate more quickly
than cedar trees, which are naturally rot resistant and allow
for riverbanks to stabilize. Additionally, Eastern red cedars
are considered nuisance species especially in Minnesota’s
open prairie landscapes.




How will my revetment be installed?

Live stakes — willow/ dogwood
L
\ iy Cable wrap
i each tree trunk
Strean-forming flow A and attach the
b tree to a
duckbill anchor

Earth anchors
5 feet deep

/

What will happen to my revetment over time?
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