I SANTI SWCD
2015 A NNUAL
H IGHLIGHTS
The mission of the Isanti SWCD is to provide technical,
financial and educational resources in order to implement
practices and projects that preserve, protect and enhance
water quality, soil, and other natural resources.

The Isanti Conservation District is a legal Subdivision of State Government organized under provisions of Minnesota
Statute 103C. The District is governed by a Board of Supervisors composed of five members nominated by the voters
of Isanti County, and who are responsible for directing all District activities. The board meets monthly on the third
Tuesday of the month.
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SWCD Supervisors and Staff
District Supervisors

Area of Representation

Wayne Calander-Chairman
Roger Larsen-Public Relations
Barb Kilpatrick-Secretary
Al Koczur-Treasurer
Ryan Carpenter-Vice Chairman

District 5:
District 1:
District 2:
District 4:
District 3:

North Branch, Isanti Twp
Maple Ridge, Stanchfield, Springvale, Dalbo Twp.
Bradford, Athens, Oxford Twp.
Cambridge Twp.
Spencer Brook, Wyanett, Stanford Twp.

SWCD Staff
Tiffany Determan, District Manager
Tiffany.determan@mn.nacdnet.net
Todd Kulaf, District Technician
Todd.kulaf@mn.nacdnet.net

Pictured left to right (Top): Al Koczur, Barbara Kilpatrick, (Bottom)
Wayne Calander, Ryan Carpenter, Roger Larsen.

2015 Financial Summary
Isanti SWCD Revenue Summary
Total Revenue in 2015: 212,393

The Isanti Soil and Water Conservation District
finances its day-to-day operations through a variety
of revenue sources. Although governed by an elected board of officials, Conservation Districts do not
have levy authority and must secure funds from
many sources to maintain programs and services.
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SWCD Services
There are fees associated with some of the services we offer. Please contact our office for more information.

District Tree Program
The tree sale is an important annual program that supports small backyard
habitat projects as well as large forestry restoration projects. The sale
originated in order to provide landowners with an affordable and convenient
way to purchase trees and shrubs for conservation practices such as
windbreaks, shelterbelts, living snow fences, scenic buffers, wildlife habitat,
and more. In 2015 over 28,000 trees were sold.

District No-Till Seeding Program
The Isanti SWCD owns a seed drill suitable for planting native grasses and
wildflowers. This drill is rented to landowners for habitat projects. In 2015
the drill was used to plant nearly 140 acres of native prairie.

Water Quality Monitoring
The SWCD provides water quality monitoring services such as monitoring plan development and water monitoring for
lake groups upon request. In 2015 the SWCD contracted with two Lake Improvement Districts (LIDs) to provide these
services.
 Blue Lake: Staff assisted volunteers with monitoring water quality at two lake sites and four tributaries and
compiled the data into a water health report. The information will be used to track trends in water quality and to
identify areas contributing to pollution in the lakes.
 Green Lake: At the request of the LID, staff measured flow to develop
rating curves at three inlets in to the lake. This information will be used
to inform a tributary subwatershed assessment in 2016.

Aquatic Invasive Species Surveying
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) requires mapping before
issuing permits to treat curly-leaf pondweed and Eurasian watermilfoil.
The SWCD offers these mapping services to lake groups in order to
expedite permit issuance and ensure treatment occurs as early as possible.
In 2015 the SWCD completed mapping of AIS for Blue and Spectacle Lakes.

Stormwater and Shoreline Protection Project Coordination
In partnership with municipalities, other agencies and landowners the SWCD
coordinates projects that benefit lake, stream and river water quality. In 2015
we:
 Partnered with the Green Lake Improvement District to secure a grant to
install near-shore practices to improve water quality in Green Lake.
 Worked with the Blue Lake Improvement District to secure funds to
complete a subwatershed assessment to identify water quality
improvement opportunities in the near shore and rural areas of the
watershed.
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County Assistance
County Water Management Plan
The Isanti SWCD is one of the lead agencies responsible for implementing activities outlined in the Isanti County Water
Plan. Isanti County serves as the county water planner. The Isanti SWCD serves on the County Water Planning task
force which advises water quality efforts county-wide. In 2015 the SWCD began assisting the county with updating the
plan, updates are required every 10 years. The updated plan is scheduled for completion in 2018.

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)
The County implements the states Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Planning at the
local level. The SWCD assists the county with implementation of the plan, specifically
with Early Detection monitoring and education. In 2015 the SWCD assisted with
developing the AIS Prevention Work Plan, inventoried and installed AIS signage at public
accesses, and prepared and distributed educational materials.

Wetland Conservation Act
The Isanti SWCD serves as a wetland technical representative for Isanti
County. In 2015 128.5 hours were spent fulfilling SWCD duties associated
with WCA. Duties include serving on the Isanti County Wetland
Conservation Act Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP), inspecting violation sites
and drafting restoration/replacement orders, certifying completion of
restoration orders and advising landowners with respect to the law.

Grant Related Programs
Groundwater and Precipitation Monitoring Program
The SWCD monitors groundwater elevation at five DNR groundwater wells from March through November of each
year. These records help track hydrological changes over time.
The SWCD has eight volunteer precipitation recorders throughout the County. Working with the State
Climatology office, the data collected provides citizens and the State of Minnesota with important
precipitation information and weather history.
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Grant Related Programs
Blue Lake Subwatershed Assessment
Isanti SWCD conducts subwatershed assessments using Clean Water Funding
via the 11 County Metro Conservation Districts partnership. The purpose of
the studies is to identify opportunities to better treat stormwater before
discharge into priority waterbodies. In 2015 Isanti SWCD partnered with
Sherburne SWCD in a joint effort to complete an assessment in the Blue Lake
watershed. Sherburne SWCD took the lead on the completing the
assessment in the rural area of the watershed and Isanti to complete the
assessment in the residential areas around the lake. The assessment will be
completed in the summer of 2016 and the information will be utilized to
apply for funding to implement projects identified in the study.

Green Lake Rehabilitation
In 2015 the SWCD applied for and secured a Clean Water Fund grant to
implement water quality improvement projects that were identified in a
subwatershed assessment completed for the near-shore areas of Green Lake
in 2014. The grant will allow for the installation of nearly 800 linear feet of
restored lakeshore. By targeting properties that are eroding or have
concentrated overland flow to the lake, this project will reduce suspended
solids discharge by 16,697 lbs/yr and phosphorus by 1.3 lbs/yr.

WMA Prescribed Burning
In 2014 the Isanti SWCD, with matching funding from Pheasants Forever, secured DNR Conservation
Partners Legacy Grant to perform prescribed burning on
500 acres of State Wildlife Management Areas. 200.5 acres
were burned in 2015.

WMA Buckthorn Clean Sweep
The purpose of this project is to eradicate light infestations of
buckthorn on state wildlife management areas, preventing dense
infestations from occurring. Of 90 plus acres to be treated, 70% of the
area is in Isanti County. The majority of the buckthorn removal will be
complete in early 2016.
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NRCS: Conservation Partners
The Isanti SWCD partners with the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to provide
Natural Resources Conservation
voluntary, incentive-based conservation
Josh Bork, District Conservationist
opportunities for Isanti County landowners to help Vicki Benesch Ultima Employee
keep working lands productive, while improving
our soil and water quality. The co-location of our
office with USDA means that our office can help
coordinate cost-sharing for landowners from local,
state and federal programs.

Service

NRCS provides technical and financial assistance for various conservation practices such as: grassed waterways, ag
waste storage structures, nutrient management, wildlife habitat plantings and windbreaks. Financial assistance is
provided through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).

2015 USDA/NRCS Highlights

CRP Planting.
Tree planting for a field wind break.
NRCS works with Isanti County producers to build
healthy soil as part of a nation wide initiative. Cover
crops help to reestablish healthy, productive soil
ecosystems without relying on conventional tillage,
fertilizers, or pesticides.

In 2015 the NRCS partnered with the
Xerces Society and the Monarch project
to host a field day to present soil health
principles on a local farm. After a
summer of solarization, a section of the
farm was planted with native pollinator
flowers.
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2015 Legislation
Increased Capacity Funding
During the 2015 session, legislation was passed to provide each SWCD a $100,000 base grant for fiscal year 2015 and
another $100,000 for fiscal year 2016. The fist two years of funding will come from the Clean Water Fund; after that,
the funding will shift to the general fund. The purpose of the new funding is to increase organizational capacity and
operational funding to SWCDs. Isanti SWCD has allocated a large portion of the funding to hire a full time District
Manager.

State Buffer Policy
In June of 2015 Governor Dayton signed into law a new buffer initiative aimed at enhancing protection of
Minnesota’s waters. The initiative will help protect the state’s water resources from erosion and runoff pollution by
establishing roughly 110,000 acres of buffer along waterways.
The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources oversees the process at the state level. The Isanti SWCD has
taken the lead in implementing the program locally by assisting with mapping, answering questions, tracking and
reporting progress and providing technical assistance to landowners. The SWCD will also assist landowners with
finding financial assistance.

2015 Memories

Shoreline surveys on Green Lake

Lake Tributary Monitoring
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Aquatic Plant Surveys on Spectacle Lake

Shoreline elevation surveys on Green Lake

I SANTI SWCD
110 Buchanan Street N, Cambridge, MN 55008
763-689-3271

Thank You to all of our Isanti County Conservation Partners!
Including but not limited to:
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Board of Water & Soil Resources

Blue Lake Improvement District

Isanti County

Green Lake Improvement District

Pheasants Forever, Isanti County Chapter

Spectacle Lake Improvement Association

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Long Lake Improvement District

Isanti County Farm Service Agency

Long Lake Improvement Association
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