
 North Branch Townshipï Cover Crops 
Jake Pohl- Harvesting Sunshine Cover Crop Grant 

Project Summary 

Isanti Soil and Water Conservation District 
110 Buchanan St. North 
Cambridge, MN 55008  
763-689-3271   
www.IsantiSWCD.org 

Project Details 
Date Installed: August 6, 2021 
Project Partners 
Isanti SWCD 
Cargill 
The Nature Conservancy 
Landowner 
Project Funding 
Grant Funding: $30/acres/year 
Acres: 91.7  
Contract Length: 1 year 
Pollution Reductions 
Phosphorus: 4.9 pounds/year 
Sediment: 3.5 tons/year 

This project includes planting of a multi-species cover crop mix on 91.7 acres of small 
grain fields. The cover crop mix was drilled into small grain stubble on August 6th 2021. 
 
The goals of this program, funded by Cargill, are to improve soil health by reducing     
erosion, improving soil structure, recycling nutrients, holding moisture, and increasing 
infiltration. Secondary benefits include the creation of wildlife habitat and carbon         
sequestration. The cover crops will continue to grow on the field before and after harvest 
to ñharvest sunshineò longer. The SWCD will use this program to demonstrate changes in 
soil health, microbial activity, and infiltration. The Isanti SWCD hopes the program will 
make cover crops a common and sought-after practice. 
 

Photos of Cover Crops 

Cover Crop Seed Mix 
-183 lbs Radish 
-1375 lbs Buckwheat 
-4585 lbs Winter Peas 
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