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Greetings Friends and Neighbors!Greetings Friends and Neighbors!

The Isanti SWCD is publishing this Quarterly e-Newsletter to:The Isanti SWCD is publishing this Quarterly e-Newsletter to:

Help keep you informed of what is happening locally that affects the health of naturalHelp keep you informed of what is happening locally that affects the health of natural
resources in Isanti County;resources in Isanti County;

Increase your understanding of what the SWCD does and how you can get involved inIncrease your understanding of what the SWCD does and how you can get involved in
conservation; andconservation; and

Keep you informed on how Clean Water Fund tax amendment dollars are being spent locally.Keep you informed on how Clean Water Fund tax amendment dollars are being spent locally.

If you have any questions, please give us a call!If you have any questions, please give us a call!

If you are not interested in receiving future publications simply click unsubscribe at the bottom of
this email. Alternatively, if you want to share this with a friend please do- they can subscribe by
visiting our website at: www.isantiswcd.org

Follow us on Facebook for more updates!

  

Successful Blue Lake Alum Treatment

We completed the first-ever alum treatment in Isanti County
on Blue Lake in September. Over a few days, a small barge
went back and forth, injecting alum into the water over the
deepest parts of the lake. During the application period, the
alum sank to the bottom and collected algae and phosphorus
as it descended. The alum on the lake's bottom acts as a
barrier to prevent more phosphorus from releasing into the
lake from the sediments. This treatment will do wonders for
the health of Blue Lake!
In 2024 the second half dose of the alum treatment will be
applied. A Clean Water Fund Grant paid for the alum
treatment, and the Blue Lake Improvement District provided the necessary grant match.

The Board of Water and Soil Resources filmed a video about the treatment. They also published a
story detailing our current and past work on Blue Lake and how people came together to make this a
reality: https://bwsr.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/2022-

http://www.isantiswcd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/isantiswcd/
https://youtu.be/qW6HiJtxz60
https://bwsr.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/2022-11/Isanti SWCD Blue Lake 2022.pdf
https://youtu.be/qW6HiJtxz60


11/Isanti%20SWCD%20Blue%20Lake%202022.pdf

https://youtu.be/qW6HiJtxz60

What to Expect Now at Blue Lake

Blue Lake received its first alum treatment on September 14th to address high phosphorus levels in
the lake and protect lake health. Now, you may be wondering what comes next. Boaters were able
to resume using the lake as soon as the treatment finished. Since alum collects particles as it sinks
to the bottom of the lake, they noticed an improvement in water clarity right away! As the years go
on, Blue Lake will continue to enjoy improved water clarity since it will have lower phosphorus levels
preventing algae blooms.
There are a few things people can expect and do to help the treatment be as effective as possible: 

Expect the possibility of higher plant growth in the lake. A clearer lake means more light is
available for plant growth. Luckily, lake plants are very good for lake health and fish habitat!
However, invasive species, including Curly Leaf Pondweed present in Blue Lake, will need to
be managed so they do not overtake the native plants. The SWCD and the Blue Lake
Improvement District are prepared for increased plant growth and have created a vegetation
management plan to prevent the possibility of invasive plant overgrowth.
If you own a wake boat and enjoy time on Blue Lake, please reduce your wake to protect the
lake, or consider visiting other waterbodies. Wake boat users can have an impact on the
effectiveness of the alum treatment. The treatment works by forming a barrier on the bottom
of the lake, like a blanket, to prevent phosphorus stored in the sediment from being released.
Alum was applied in lake depths over 20 feet. However, studies suggest wake boats can
disturb the lake bottom at depths over 20 feet due to their unique design. Therefore, wake
boats can disrupt the alum barrier and reduce its effectiveness. 
People living near the lake can take steps to reduce their phosphorus runoff which will help
protect Blue Lake. Any activity that reduces the amount of runoff entering a waterbody will
reduce the amount of phosphorus entering the lake.
Prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species by cleaning, draining, and drying boating
equipment.

Interested in hearing what else you can do to protect Blue Lake? Blue Lake residents can contact
the Isanti SWCD or the Blue Lake Improvement District to learn ways to get involved. We all have a
part to play to protect our beloved natural resources!

https://youtu.be/qW6HiJtxz60


Funding Available for Conservation Easements on
the Rum River

Conservation easements are a great way to protect and enhance
land and water for many years. A conservation easement is a
land preservation tool used to conserve natural areas on private
lands. Protection of natural areas is becoming increasingly
important, especially in areas such as Isanti County where
development pressure is increasing.

Conservation easements are voluntary agreements made by a
landowner. The agreement places restrictions on a property to
conserve the land in its current state. The land typically has some
conservation value such as forested areas, open space, wildlife habitat, streams, or wetlands. In
return for protecting the land, the landowner typically receives a one-time payment for 60% of the
land value.

Rum River Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM) Program: 
The Rum River Reinvest in Minnesota Program creates conservation easements along the Rum
River. The RIM Program has received 2 million dollars to preserve land along the Rum River for
years to come. The primary goal of the program is to protect the health of the river for downstream
drinking water. Parcels are selected based on length of shoreline, parcel size, quality of existing
natural habitat, and whether it adjoins existing protected land. 

If you are interested in the RIM program, contact Matthew Remer with Isanti SWCD at
mremer@isantiswcd.org or at 763-689-3271.

Staff Learn New Tools at BWSR Academy



BWSR Academy was finally back in person this year, and three of our staff members were able to
attend. The Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) offers the academy annually in October.
However, due to COVID, this is the first year in a while, it was able to return to its original format.
While at the three-day academy in Brainard, staff is able to take classes and network with other
conservation staff. The in-person training event allows for greater collaboration and interaction in the
training sessions. From these sessions, our team has gained new tools and knowledge to serve you
better!

It was Linda, our Administrative Assistant, and Lydia's, our Outreach Assistant, first time at BWSR
Academy! Linda was able to attend a variety of courses. She was excited to gain a deeper
understanding of the many approaches to conservation work. Lydia recounted she loved networking
with other outreach staff, saying "it was amazing to talk about different outreach strategies with
people all over the state and get a glimpse of what does and doesn't work for different audiences
and areas." Lydia is pictured in a session about emerging farmer working groups as they discuss
barriers new farmers experience and brainstorm solutions. 

Progress Made on Green Lake

Landowner projects are key to improving water quality and
protecting our lakes. The Isanti SWCD in partnership with
the Green Lake Improvement District is working together
to get Green Lake off the impaired water bodies list. This
fall we completed another project to get us closer to that
goal.

This shoreline restoration will prevent about a pound of
phosphorus from entering Green lake each year by
preventing sediment from eroding into the lake and
capturing stormwater. The majority of the project utilized
bioengineering techniques to stabilize and restore the
steep shoreline. It is located on a landowner's property in
the southern area of the lake.

If you want to help make Green Lake Healthy again, please contact us! We have funding available
for shoreline projects as well as agricultural projects.

Tree Sale Opening Soon!

We are hard at work getting ready to open our next
tree sale. Watch our website for when ordering

opens in December! Ordering online (through our
website) is the best way to ensure you get the

trees you want.



Trees have many benefits such as improving air
quality, saving energy, creating beauty, and they

can even reduce stress levels in people!

Talking Cover Crops at the Soil Health Field Day

Another great event in the books! We had our Soil Health Field Day this summer at the Wyatt's farm.
The Wyatt's have been doing cover crops for six years now and have been no-tilling their fields for
even longer. Their field rotation is corn, soybean, small grains, and then a cover crop after the small
grains. During the field day, we had cover crops under our feet which offered a great visual for many
of our speaker's talks. 

At the field day, we heard from 7 different speakers about soil health principles, soil economics,
available programs such as Minnesota Agriculture Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP)
and Ecosystem Services market Consortium (ESMC), and more. Stephanie McLain with the Natural
Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) ended our day by exhibiting soil health tests. She
demonstrated how soils with cover crops are able to avoid erosion better than soils without cover
crops by submerging samples of both in a tube of water. In a matter of minutes, the soil without
cover crops fell apart and settled at the bottom of the tube while the cover crop soil stayed together
throughout her talk. Two Monarch Butterflies fluttered around the tent throughout the day and during
her demonstration. We think they were giving their endorsement to soil health! 

Thank you to everyone who braced the heat to spend the day with us! This event is the first formal
soil health field day the Isanti SWCD has offered which is a testament to how much we have been



able to grow our agriculture program. We are excited to provide producers with more events and
financial and technical support! 

Help us Protect Spectacle Lake!

The Isanti SWCD has identified Spectacle Lake as a
strategic location for shoreline restorations or other
projects to protect water quality! In 2019, Isanti SWCD, in
partnership with the Spectacle Lake Association, secured
funding to improve and protect Spectacle Lake. Since
then, several Spectacle lake homeowners have taken
advantage of this opportunity to install projects that protect
water quality. With this opportunity, 75% of the project cost
will be covered by the available funding.

More good news! There is still funding remaining! Please
contact Todd Kulaf at 763-689-3271 if you are interested in
this opportunity in playing a role in protecting the health of
Spectacle Lake, the "Gem of Isanti County". 

Pictured are dual rain gardens installed on Spectacle Lake
this summer. These rain gardens are made with beautiful
native plants to protect Spectacle Lake by filtering
stormwater runoff and reducing erosion.The plants will also
provide habitat and attract bees and butterflies when they
are in bloom!

Special Funding for the Rum River
Area

NRCS has special EQIP funding for the Rum
River Watershed (which contains the majority of
Isanti County!). EQIP, or Environmental Quality
Incentives Program, helps farmers, ranchers,
and forest landowners integrate conservation
into working lands. If you're interested you must
act fast! Applications are due December 16th.
Call Brian Steffen with NRCS at 763-689-3354.

Meet Isanti County's NRCS Team Lead - Brian Steffen

Why did you want to work for the NRCS?
I have always had a passion for
conservation on private land, and NRCS
provided me the ability to help producers
achieve their goals.

What are your interests and hobbies? I
have too many if you ask my wife! I enjoy
upland bird hunting and big game hunting in
the fall months. During the winter months, I
enjoy dart leagues and tournaments with ice
fishing/spearing sprinkled in. In the spring
and summer I do clay target shooting.

What is a fun fact about you? Before I started my conservation career I was in
college pursuing the medical field. 
 



Brian is the Acting Customer Team Lead, covering Isanti, Chisago, Pine, Kanabec
and Mille Lacs. He is pictured on the far right. 

To reach him call 763-689-3354 ext. 118 or email brian.steffen@usda.gov.
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